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Timel Tarot: The Influence of Mercur  Lia
De La O Wman

Mercur - Click on image to purchae deck.

Here e are, in the heart of Virgo eaon – on the cup of autumn and the falling of man leave, oth literal and molic. 
Along ith the ign Gemini, Virgo i ruled  the planet Mercur, infuing it ith poerful energie of communication, 
informational proceing, and profound mental acuit. Our mind create our realit, o thi energ i at the core of our 
experience a human eing. ut ho or hat i Mercur, and h hould ou care? We all kno it i a planet in our olar 
tem, ut ho doe it act a an agent for dicover and change in our dail live? In thi firt article of a ne erie on 
planetar influence in the Tarot, e’ll explore it together. 

Mercur i the planet cloet to un. It i named after the Greek god of meage, communication, commerce, divination, 
oundar-croing, travel, oration, tricker, thieving, and intellectual proe. In an atrological irth chart, Mercur ill 
never e more than 28 degree from our un ign (therefore it ill ala e in the ign efore, in, or after our un ign). 
In our chart, it repreent ho ou think and communicate. eing o cloe to the un, it i the hottet planet, a ell a the 
fatet. It alo ha an 88-da orit, highlighting the theme of tin, hich e’ll look at in greater depth hortl – it’ a ig 
part of Mercur’ inherent dualit. We can never ee the planet’ full ccle of phae from arth; it i ala omehat 
ocured, much like the Mercurial nature – hard to pin don, ever-hifting, and never full revealed. 
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One of the mot popular concept urrounding thi planet i Mercur Retrograde. For man, it’ a time of dread, ut there 
are man miconception aout it. An optical illuion that make the planet appear a though it i moving ackard, it i 
elieved that thi energeticall affect the fluid movement of information, potentiall creating technological etack and 
reakdon in communication. We are currentl in a Mercur Retrograde in Lira from eptemer 9th through the 23rd. 
The ign of Lira ring up theme of alance, harmoniou relationhip, and fairne. While man people fear retrograde, it 
largel depend on ho ou regard hat come up. We all ant thing to ork out the a e ant hen e ant. If the 
don’t, e might complain, feel defeated, or find omeone or omething to lame. Intead, e can chooe to oerve the 
perceived etack and ak – a our planning hat? Are e puhing due to impatience or fear of miing out? I the 
tenion at home ith our partner urging u to reviit a long-immering iue? And then ometime thing jut happen and 
it’ not aout ou, and learning to meet it ith a it of grace and acceptance i the et coure of action. 

Much of ho e regard the planetar energ of Mercur i tied to the Roman mthological figure of Mercur, knon to the 
ancient Greek a Herme. Hi claic depiction i that of a oung man in a tance of motion or flight, earing a inged 
helmet, inged andal, and carring a caduceu (and of the herald). He a a ringer of meage and information, ut 
alo a pchopomp, a guide of oul to the underorld. He a the onl god ho could cro the oundarie of the upper and 
loer realm ith eae and authorit. He alo repreent the trickter, an archetpe that emplo intelligence and cunning 
to dirupt convention and ocial order. The trickter ma pla ith deceit and illuion to do o, ut a mthologit Joanna 
Gardner tate, “the repreent the perpetual tranger ho exit outide the knon order. ut in’t it o often the tranger 
ho hake up our moriund routine? Who remind u to ta alert? Who ignite ne idea? We tell torie of Trickter to 
talk aout the fire of life a the exit outide our rule, preciel o e can change thoe rule hen e need to.” 

Mercur i alo unique in it doule nature. He i often conidered oth priapic and hermaphroditic, a kindl guide of the 
dead and a michievou liar. He’ the cholar and the ued car aleman. He ue hi mind and ord to decipher the truth, 
or he ma tit it. He’ the ruler of the marketplace, the tranaction of mone, haggling, hutling, veral dexterit, 
prophec, and effortle peruaion. Mercurial energ i hard to define – it i oth/and/or/e/no/ometime. It’ a varied 
and changeale a our thought, hich i h he repreent the mind. Yet he i alo the companion of the human and gentl 
guide them home hen life i done and the mad activit of the mind i finall at ret.

Let’ look at ho our lipper friend ho up in the Tarot and help u navigate the trick a of thought and peech. 

The Magician - Click on image to purchae deck

The Magician i ruled  Mercur. Thi i the card of manifetation, here “a aove, o elo” come into pla. It i the 
poer e have to take hat a once jut an inpired idea and materialize it in the orld. Mot depiction of the Magician 
ho all four element availale to him – the are the tool he utilize to create a ne realit ith the fifth and final ecret 
ingredient – pirit. He undertand that he i the conduit, the lightning rod, the veel through hich piritual energ flo. 
Hi ver od i a patha for the flahing current. There i an element of mater and authorit to thi card, an 
undertanding of the poer e poe to ring forard hat e ant from eemingl nothing. Children, uinee, 
degree, car, home, food, phical change, ork of art, dollar ill, and on and on. It all tart ith a glimmer in the ee, 
a thought, a deire. We create magic  marring intention ith paion. Ho man time have ou emodied The 
Magician? Do ou honor thi ailit? Are ou afraid of it? Do ou occaionall aue it? With the poer of creation come 
great reponiilit, a ell a the need for mental dicipline.
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The Lover - Click on image to purchae deck

In the card of Gemini (The Lover and 8, 9 & 10 of ord), mutale Air energ explore our relationhip to information 
and aaken knoledge of dualitie. We mut learn to differentiate efore e can integrate. Ho i thi not like that? Ho 
i that imilar to thi? Ho do I ant to comine them in a a that make ene to me? Thi i hat e do hen orking 
ith thi energ. The card of Gemini teach u a great deal aout relationhip ith the other – peron, place, or thing. We 
need to undertand ho the are eparate and can e connected. 

Gemini i related to the concept of tin, and throughout orld mtholog, man example peak to u of the inherent 
conflict of dualitie – Cain and Ael, Cator and Pollux, Oiri and Ii, etc. In thee torie, one tin ala die. Through 
their dualit, the molize choice – to reach a deciion and commit to it, one option mut e acrificed. ettling on an 
outcome can caue tremendou mental anxiet. We feel “anali parali” and it eem like all of the option ound good, 
make ene, or offer u omething e ant. Ho can e poil chooe jut one? We ma even avoid chooing at all in a 
miguided effort to tave off the “rong” one, ut that tend to impl caue more tre. 

Our thought can keep u up at night, marinating u in fear and exhauting u ith econd-gueing and painful elf-
judgment. ut in the end, e have to kill off the tin and make peace ith it if e trul ant to move forard. You ma 
regret our choice later, realize it a made ith good intention ut ielded unexpected reult, or find it turned out a 
happil anticipated. ither a, ou mut accept the conequence of our action. We are integrating information into 
choice, finding and flehing out their relationhip and ho the might pla out in our live. It can feel like high-take 
gamling at time, o e honet and kind ith ourelf and other. 
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The Hermit - Click on image to purchae deck

In the card of Virgo (The Hermit and 8, 9 & 10 of Pentacle) mutale arth energ refine the ork that ha come efore. 
Their veratilit and attention to detail ill help carr u through to the autumn and inter of the journe . . . to the end, 
reall. There i maturit and elder idom here a The Hermit alk u toard the culmination of our effort. He teache 
u that the idom e’ve accrued over time mut e applied to omething that ill live on after e are gone. What i our 
legac? What i our ervice to the earth and it inhaitant? Thi i often here e full emod hatever e elieve to e 
the meaning and purpoe of our live. What i thi experience aout for ou ana? 

10 of Pentacle - Click on image to purchae deck

In thi trio of Virgo-ruled card (epeciall Mercur-in-Virgo-ruled Ten of Pentacle), e have amaed reource, are 
tending to them devotedl, and preparing to ultimatel give them aa to hare ith the orld. The ma e in the form of 
children, friendhip, creative ork, propertie, financial donation, and hopefull ala love. There are man kind of 
ealth, and holding onto it too tightl can turn it into a urden. Ho do ou feel aout finall giving aa hat ou’ve pent 
a lifetime nurturing ith uch care and commitment? Thi tretch of the journe ak h ou might ant to hold on to it 

 

https://kahnselesnick.biz/store
https://www.amazon.com/Original-Rider-Waite-Instruction-Booklet-Systems/dp/B009RBDYI8/ref=asc_df_B009RBDYI8/?hvadid=475842861482&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9031025&hvnetw=g&hvpone=&hvpos=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvrand=7257222560401839527&hvtargid=pla-1157695043991&linkCode=df0&psc=1&tag=hyprod-20


for ana – here ou ill go in the end doen’t accommodate “luggage”. Letting go and accepting the inevitailit and 
potential of the next ccle i intrinic to the Hermit’ ojourn. Having gained o much, he eek to finall give it aa and 
imue it ith ne life eond hi reach. That hich e value need movement to e alive and effective in the orld. Keep it 
floing. 

In the Tarot e alo find Mercur niml traveling through a handful of other zodiacal card:

Three of Cup - Click on image to purchae deck

In Three of Cup (Mercur in Cancer) e revel in ea, fluid communication and connection. Intuitive gift of divination are 
heightened. We are happil reflecting on the pat and feeling grateful for the love and aundance e have no. We 
experience tender feeling of fellohip and comfort that arm our heart and ind u together. Create afe and 
nourihing pace in our life for regular communion and appreciation. 
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Five of Coin - Click on image to purchae deck

In the Five of Pentacle (Mercur in Tauru), e ee the mind focuing on material matter and a fear of carcit. There can 
e deep anxiet regarding mone, helter, and health concern. We’re doing a lot of overthinking aout aic need. Taurean 
energ help u to look ahead and plan; thi can e ued to either fuel panic or create peace of mind. Ho doe it ho up 
for ou? It earth nature alo encourage u to get ack into our odie hen e feel trapped in our head. Take a alk, 
exercie, or do u ork ith our hand. Pull the energ don from our head and into our arm, leg, and core.

ix of ord - Click on image to purchae deck

In ix of ord (Mercur in Aquariu), e channel the poer of the mind to prolem-olve. Thi i here ou think our 
a out of a trick ituation, navigating ourelf in the direction of omething etter. Fueled  idealim and logic, ou find 
our North tar, ee a righter future, and utilize our intellect to cooll ort through all the data until the light ul goe 
off and ou find the path forard. Work ith our mind to create a etter experience  looking ahead and orting out 
roadlock.
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ight of Wand - Click on image to purchae deck

With ight of Wand (Mercur in agittariu), e are dazzled  the iftne of communication. Thi i the udden right 
idea, the inpiration, the unexpected meage or parcel. Take advantage of the movement or ou’ll loe the opportunit. Go 
at the ame peed. Take that journe of mind or od. It’ fleeting, o repone time matter. Catch it hile ou can. 
Mercur like it here – he’ in motion ith an armful of information!

Ho do ou ue thought and language to frame our orldvie? I think an important quetion for all of u right no i ho 
are e uing mental narrative and the ritten ord to deal ith diappointment, lo, and maive change? Are e doing o 
thoughtfull or reactivel? I it helping or hurting u? I ocial media a tranformative all or a ateland? I technolog a 
eapon or intrument of healing? Do our ord uild ridge of undertanding or cut deep and cruel ound?

Word are poerful and cat pell, irthing an intention into the orld that ma manifet in a ou can’t predict. e 
mindful and aare. Thi i true for our thought a ell. Do ou cat unkind pell on ourelf or other all da ith iting 
inner monologue? Ho ould our life change if ou altered our ord? Mercurial energ i rilliant and veratile, ut it 
can lack feeling. Working ith our Heart Chakra and connecting ith people through kind ord and geture can 
counteralance ome of the frenetic energ of “monke mind” and move ou out of our head and into our heart for 
greater alance and tranquilit. Fuel the poer of our mind ith compaion, curioit, and openne. Create pace 
around thoe thought and ord that flah through the air like quickilver - make room for love to accompan them and 
color them ith light.

 U   C R I    F R    T O  P A L O   V  R D    P U L   !

Lia De La O Wman i a Tarot reader and riter aed in Redondo 
each. At Tarot for mpoerment, he ork ith individual client, 
private partie, and pecial event. Through her ork, he eek to 
connect people ith their innate poer a ell a encounter the 
mter in everda life. he can e reached via Intagram and 
Faceook at @tarotforempoerment, email 
at info@tarotforempoerment.com , and eite 
.tarotforempoerment.com.
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Catalina’ Mot Overlooked Film tar!
Ho Did The Get There?  teve Taor
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Contitution Week Dipla egin at PV
Lirar

PALOS VERDES PENINSULA LAND
CONSERVANCY CALENDAR OF
EVENTS FOR OCTOBER 2022

 

BLOOMS AND TUNES: THE SOUTH
COAST BOTANIC GARDEN
CELEBRATES THE AFRICAN
AMERICAN FLORICULTURE WITH
INSPIRATION FROM THE LA
MUSIC SCENE BY PHOTOGRAPHER
AND CONTRIBUTOR STEVE
TABOR

 

THE PALOS VERDES HISTORICAL
SOCIETY PRESENTS: MADE IN
CALIFORNIA - A LECTURE ON
CALIFORNIA BURGER JOINTS,
DINERS, FAST FOOD &
RESTAURANTS ON OCTOBER 22,
2022

 

LECTURES WITH LIANNE
PRESENTS A FREE SPOOKY
LECTURE OCTOBER 14, 2022 -
R.M.S. QUEEN MARY: THE
HAUNTING OF A GREAT SHIP
WITH COMMODORE EVERETTE
HOARD
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