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Timel Tarot: Tranmuting Your Darkne ith
The Devil Card  Lia De La O Wman

On Decemer 21t, the Winter oltice not onl marked the hortet da of the ear ut heralded the return of lighter, 
longer da. Tradition around the orld celerate thi eaon a a haringer of not onl the light needed for the groth of 
crop ut alo the light of piritual hope and unit. We are no in Capricorn eaon, a time of quiet intropection and 
affirmation of our value and ocial reponiilitie. We are all citizen of earth, and hile the eather i colder and e 
remain largel tucked aa in our home, e have the time to look deepl at ho e are a individual and ho that affect 
the ell-eing of the orld around u. The Devil card i perfect medicine for thee time. While it’ often pegged a the 
card of addiction, it offer o much more. ehind ever dark impule, detructive action, or dangerou hunger reide a 
grim laer of hame and guilt. The Devil card invite u to ak h. In thi painful ear of pandemic terror, racial violence, 
and political melodrama, e’ve een cloel quarantining ith our peronal demon. I think e’ve all pent a fair amount of 
that time itting in a ludg pool of our on hame, and it’ een painful. It’ time to tand up and get out no. ut e can’t 
turn a lind ee to it and jut alk aa. When ou undertand hat our “vice” are and ho ou feel aout them, ou 
egin to releae their control over ou. Get to kno them. Help them tranform into omething that help, not harm. 
Lierate ourelf and explore our ildne from a pace of compaion and elf-aarene.

Ruled  the planet aturn, Capricorn i a cardinal arth ign. aturn preide over time, retriction, tructure, dicipline, 
reponiilitie, and amition. It imue Capricorn ith it deep commitment to ucce through diligent effort. Capricorn 
i aociated ith the father, government, militar, career, tradition, moral, ethic, value, achievement, tailit, pulic 
appearance, tatu, and ocial reponiilit. Capricorn energ i methodical, hardorking, and focued. Thoe orn under 
thi ign tend to et profeional goal earl in life and dipla tremendou dedication in attaining them. The often take on 
role of authorit, rie in the rank of their choen field, and highl value the reource that aid them in the creation and 
maintenance of hat the hope to e a meaningful legac for ociet a a hole. 

The contellation of Capricorn, or Capricornu, i connected to the mtholog of the ea-goat, a creature that egin it life 
in the ocean ut eventuall clim toard land and teadil acend to the mountain top. Like the ea-goat, Capricorn 
energ emodie the dual nature of the piritual eing having an earthl experience. Thi i h integration i o important 
- creating a materiall ucceful life hile nurturing emotional connection and internal groth. True Capricorn evolution 
come through exploring hope and dream, not jut profeional amition. In doing o, the can pla an integral role in 
uilding a etter orld fueled  their dream for the collective.

Capricorn i alo aociated ith Cernunno, or Horned One, the Celtic foret god of fertilit and maculine energ. The 
connection extend to the Greek deit Pan, goat-horned god of the ild. In true Devil card fahion, Capricorn’ mot 
controverial aociation to the archetpe of the man-eat i the infamou aphomet, commonl and omehat 
incorrectl een a the poter o of atanim. While the Church of atan adopted the image a a mol of their 
organization in the 1960, aphomet pre-date them  centurie and ha long repreented pagan reverence of the natural 
orld rather than glorification of a demonic eing or atan himelf. aphomet a uppoedl orhipped  the Knight 
Templar in the earl 1300 and reulted in accuation of here, along ith other charge, that ultimatel led to their 
execution. He repreent a poer and vitalit that exit outide the tructure of religion or laful ociet. 

The Devil card traditionall depict a horned creature that i half-man, half-eat (uuall goat). The ometime have 
reat and a peni, at ing, and harp talon, repreenting the union of oppoite (maculine and feminine, human and 
animal, acred and profane, good and evil, etc.). On or aove their head i a pentagram, the five-pointed tar. In pagan 
tradition, it molize the four element plu pirit, ut over time ha ecome aociated ith atan and dark magic or 
the "danger" that an form of magic potentiall threaten. tanding at the Devil’ feet are to lover, naked and ound  
chain. The appear to e in a dungeon or prion, the onl light eing the lit torch of the Devil. The imager ha ome 
ditinct DM element to it, and that’ not accidental – thi card take u into darker theme of domination, deaement, 
addiction, uffering, taoo, oeion, poer, and lut. It peak to our primal intinct, our animal drive that remind u 
that e are of the natural orld, not uperior to it. The devil of the card i nature, encompaing it eaut and violence, 
echoing the dualit of humanit itelf. He repreent our untamed nature that are ild and uncivilized. There’ a part of 
ou that i lale, chaotic, and ra. It’ our mteriou cave of impule and hedonitic appetite that oth vitalize and 
control ou ith their intenit, hich often lead into the darkne of hame.

The Devil card i one of the mot miundertood in the Tarot. It’ often mitaken for eing aout addiction or vice. While 
the card can certainl peak to that, it goe much deeper. Addiction, detructive ehavior, and unhealth compulion can 
caue harm and are often condemned a unlaful, inful, or unacceptale ithin a ocial tem, ut thi card i actuall 
aout our peronal relationhip to them. Ho do ou regard them, and ho do the make ou feel? At ome point, the 
mot likel reult in deep hame and guilt. Wh? It' not aout the vice, ut our feeling aout the vice. Like the chained 
individual in the card, h do thee urge or ehavior make ou feel oppreed, trapped, or filled ith elf-loathing? Ho 
do ou feel aout ourelf after engaging ith, or even conidering, the ehavior? Undertanding thi i a crucial tep 
toard tranmuting our peronal demon into poerful allie.

The Devil figure reide in the underorld of the uconciou, making them a rite of paage in the “hero' journe” of a 
peron' life experience. We encounter the devil inide our darkne. Our devil are the illuion of eparation from elf, 
other, and God. The lock u from acceing our true nature and potential. Our devil and demon ho up in the form 
of humiliation, remore, dependenc, hado, and negative elief aout ourelve. The are otacle to holene and 
elf-aarene. To dimantle their poer over u e mut undertand hat fuel them. After all, ho can ou learn to 
manage violent rage if ou don’t kno h ou feel it? Ho can ou change our relationhip to alcohol if ou don’t kno 
here our overhelming thirt come from?  The Devil card ak ou to look into the darkne of the mirror in order to 
reak through to the light eond it. 

The Devil card can ultimatel help u learn to make peace ith the part of ourelve that make u feel like e are ad, 
tainted, or evil. It encourage u to gain inight into our trangreive impule in order to tranmute them. The concept of 
turning a “demon” into an “all” i not ne, and there are man piritual practice and pchological tool availale to help 
u ade into thee initiall murk ater. According to local outh a author and teacher Lia rickon, "Tietan 
uddhim, for example, include practice uch a Chöd, for tranforming part of ourelve that e don’t like or that caue 
u uffering. Intead of tring to attle or detro thee peronal ‘demon’, e recognize them a a reflection of omething 
e need.  efriending them ithin ourelve e can find out hat pain e ma e in that e haven’t een recognizing and 
offer thi part of ourelve nurturing and care.”

The Devil card i a call to tap into our magic, poer, and creativit. Our primal ellpring hold reerve of treaure hen 
e learn ho to ork ith it. It ak u to get intimate ith hat light u up in a ra and ild a. Are ou afraid of our 
innate poer? Are ou uppreing hat make ou exciting, viionar, and virant?  reclaiming our poer ou alo 
reclaim freedom of choice. You can take the pain of the pat, or ehavior regarded a rong and repurpoe them into 
omething eautiful and affirming. The Devil card i alo connected to the narrative of Lucifer a “light-ringer” and den’ 
tree of knoledge a aakening humanit to concioune. The Devil card doen’t ak for oedience, intead encouraging 
ou to face the truth - our truth. It help u detro the lie e tell and the illuion that e ue to feel etter aout 
ourelve. It’ a gatekeeper of our enlightenment and lieration.

When a client pull The Devil card, it uuall indicate an area of their life hich feel oppreive or heav ith hame. The 
might e truggling ith an unhealth hait or elf-detructive tendenc and it’ time to examine hat’ driving it. For 
example, the might e in a relationhip ith omeone ho claim to love them ut i verall auive. ver time the 
forgive and accept the peron’ hateful treatment the feel direpected, reentful, and filled ith elf-digut. In order to 
move pat the relationhip and etalih etter oundarie for the future, the need to look at h the alloed the 
ehavior to continue for a long a it ha. Wh a it oka for their partner to ue ord a eapon? What part of them 
elieved the aue a deerved?  exploring the pain, the can learn hat’ needed to heal it and free themelve in the 
proce. We can all do thi. It’ not ea, and it take u into our darket place, ut at the end of the tunnel e can find an 
open patha to light and empoerment. We are all trong enough - and rave enough. It’ the ork of Capricorn eaon 
and 2021. I’m read, and I think ou are too. YOU CAN DO THI.
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Lia De La O Wman i a Tarot reader and riter aed in 
Redondo each. At Tarot for mpoerment he ork ith 
individual client, private partie, and pecial event. Through her 
ork he eek to connect people ith their innate poer a ell a 
encounter the mter in everda life. he can e reached via 
Intagram and Faceook at @tarotforempoerment.
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