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Timel Tarot: Letting Go ith the Death Card
 Lia De La O Wman

We are finall tepping into the deepet magic and mter of autumn ith corpio eaon. Halloeen dra near, and the 
invitation to plum our on depth i tantalizingl extended. For millennia, thi time of ear ha repreented the ame thing 
for man culture acro the gloe – the ding aa of thing. In fact, Halloeen itelf originate in the ancient Celtic 
holida of amhain (o-en), hich in Gaelic impl mean “ummer’ end.” It a a time to give thank for the final 
harvet, reap it remaining ount, and clear aa the fallen fruit and dried leave for urning. Our on live follo thi 
pattern of planting, groth, harveting, and ding, not jut from the eginning of our live to our lat reath, ut over and 
over through the man tage e reach and different role e inhait. 

Death i not a tationar experience, ut rather a changing of form. There i movement from one place to another, a 
perpetual motion forard a e ccle through the variou chapter of our life ook. The Death card of the Tarot can help u 
flo through thee ometime challenging tranition  reminding u that thi proce i inevitale and in man a hat 
e ant. Ho could e ever progre if e continued to hang onto hat e’ve outgron? Death ring ne life. It’ oth 
the end of omething and the eginning of omething ele. It move u from hat i to hat ill e. The Death card and 
energie of corpio eaon can teach u ho to do thi ith grace. 

Death card The Lione Tarot deck

Death Card Thoth Tarot deck

Ruled  the planet Pluto, corpio i a fixed Water ign. corpio repreent the ccle of life (ex), death and reirth, the 
underorld journe. An intene, proing ign of poerful emotion and pchological inquir, corpio i intereted in 
tunneling eneath the urface and exploring the depth. Complex motivation, poer dnamic, and ocietal taoo are all 
area of interet, ith a deire to trul undertand and feel into the hado that drive our ehavior and can ultimatel 
ecome the light that fuel our regeneration. Repreented  the mol of the corpion, eagle, and phoenix, corpionic 
energ i aout tranformation and alchem. Ho can ou take our ae metal and turn them into gold? Ho can ou 
tranmute our peronal darkne and pain into creativit and compaion that touche other? corpio help u to 
encounter our inner freak ith acceptance, to alk into the dark cave and find the gloing treaure amongt the creep 
cralie and terrifing darkne. We are not perfectl filtered elfie, ut glorioul complicated eing of light and hado 
that can tranform at ill.

 The contellation of corpio i alo knon a corpiu (Latin for “corpion”). In Greek mtholog, the god ent a corpion 
to attack the oatful hunter Orion and cur hi exceive pride. corpion are deadl creature knon for their ting, 
hich i alo aociated ith the corpionic tendenc toard feeling of vengeance. Hoever, thi energ, like the ccle of 
the phoenix, can e urned aa and leave ehind ahe of forgivene, equanimit, and poitive action. 

Death card Rider Waite deck

Death card Moonchild Tarot deck

The Death card, aociated ith corpio, i numer 13 in the Tarot deck. Long reputed for eing a mol of ad luck, 13 
actuall ha a length hitor a a acred numer. For centurie it a aociated ith the godde, the feminine principle, 
and conidered to e ver luck. efore cience unraveled the mterie of mentruation, pregnanc, and childirth, omen 
ere regarded a eing of magic and pontaneou creation. Their odie mirrored the ccle of the moon, hich a a 
fundamental rhthm of planting and harveting ocietie. The moon ha roughl 13 ccle per ear, ith 13 moon phae in 
half a month. Alo conidered the numer of the itch, or "ie oman," 13 repreented the highl repected female in 
ancient communitie ho made healing alm and tincture, helped deliver aie, and provided intuitive guidance and 
idom. A the ancient Church gre in influence and poer, the ie oman and female od a graduall vilified until 
an aociation a regarded a highl upect or evil. Numer 13 ecame connected ith pulic hanging, tpicall held on 
Frida the 13th (ith 13 tep on the gallo). The Knight Templar ere alo killed on a Frida the 13th, and Juda a the 
13th guet to the Lat upper of Jeu Chrit. 

The Death card generall depict the figure of Death riding on a hite hore and holding a cthe. Thi ear a relationhip 
to the Grim Reaper, harveting, and the Four Horemen of the Apocalpe. Death i often hon earing a uit of armor, 
hich indicate a need for protection. Death reveal our vulnerailit, our tender underellie eneath the hielding e 
engage to make ourelve invincile, and dare I a, immortal. In the Rider-Waite verion of the card, there are people in 
the foreground, included a felled king, repreenting ho death dimantle the egoicall-driven part of our live. It i the 
great equalizer. Rich or poor, oung or old, eautiful or eatl, death take u all. It frighten and humle u – ut more 
importantl, it enale u to e reorn in another form, if onl to ecome compot for other life. nerg can e neither 
created nor detroed. No one kno for certain hat happen on a piritual level after death, ut e are certain that our 
odie can ala tranform into nourihment for another creation, and that part of u keep on living. 

eginning in the 13th centur, The Death card of the Tarot a untitled and called The Namele. Death defie knoing. It 
undoe u, and e ecome unound  form. It repreent releae, tranition, and preparation for reirth. Death till the 
oil, making read fertile ground for nene and change. Preparing for thi proce can feel impoile and often mean 
coping ith lo. It ma e a relationhip, a jo, or an identit, ut omething ha changed and the onl a forard 
involve letting go. Like a tree in the autumn, our leave are falling, are meant to fall. Let them. It might e painful, ut it 
doen’t have to e. You ill e different, ut that’ oka. Your leave ere dr and lifele, and in releaing them ou can no 
redirect our life force to eautiful ne ud, to trengthening our root tem, and to oaking up more unlight. It’ the 
ccle of life . . . and death . . . and reirth. Allo ourelf to e reorn.

The Death card repreent lo, grief, releae, and tranformation. Change i the foundation of life. ometime e crave it 
and other e violentl avoid it. It ring u everthing onderful and dreadful and orroful and exhilarating, on and on, 
over and over. It alo take it all aa again and again. We live through man death ccle, and e are ala reorn ith 
ne experience and love and a to gro. The Death card help u learn to face the unknon ith courage, to ta 
humle and curiou and learn to adapt to lo and hat come after.

Death give life meaning and value  reminding u of hat i finite. It motivate u. It’ an inevitale change ith a largel 
unknon outcome. The change cannot e prevented. It' alread happening. Thi i true in man area of our live – the 
friendhip that’ een on auto-pilot for a decade, the jo that ou topped caring aout to ear ago, or the peron ou’re 
dating out of oredom rather than affection . . . the death proce ha alread egun. Will ou proactivel prune the leave 
or let them fall? What are ou forcefull keeping alive? Onl ou can kno the aner.

When m client pull the Death card, it’ not aout anone actuall ding. What it’ uuall aout i an invitation to let go 
and move through the ccle of change ith grace and trut. The peron might e conidering a change in their lifetle, or 
ening that a lo of ome kind i imminent. There ma e grief, ut it can remind them of hat the value and help them 
re-center. The Death card encourage them to accept it and explore ho the can upport their on reirth. You too can e 
an active agent of tranformation in our life. If ou ant different reult, ou need to make different choice. The death 
ccle provide ripe opportunit for thi.  The truth i that ou are going to die omeda. o then - ho do ou ant to live? 
The time i no, the potential aait, and the ccle of death and reirth eae the journe. Take ome time thi eaon to 
reflect upon hich of our leave ma e read to fall aa, and let them go ith love and gratitude. The eed of colorful 
ne foliage are alread germinating ithin ou, virant and eautiful ith the energie of ne life.

The Rider Tarot Deck
 Arthur dard Waite,
Pamela Colman mith

 U Y  O N
A M A Z O N

Thoth Tarot Deck
 Aleiter Crole

 U Y  O N
A M A Z O N

The Lione Oracle Deck - Click on
Image to u

Moonchild Tarot Deck - Click on
Image to u

Lia De La O Wman i a Tarot reader and riter aed in 
Redondo each. At Tarot for mpoerment he ork ith 
individual client, private partie, and pecial event. Through her 
ork he eek to connect people ith their innate poer a ell a 
encounter the mter in everda life. he can e reached via 
Intagram and Faceook at @tarotforempoerment.
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